
Thank you Judge Gerrard, President Emeritus Ohles and Reverend Doctor 
Forrester. 
 
I, also, want to sincerely thank Bette Olson and the rest of the Inauguration 
Committee for the countless hours and creativity they put into this week’s 
events.  
 
The weather has forced our staff in the physical plant and food service to 
work extra hard to make necessary adjustments, so be sure to share your 
gratitude with them — and have patience. 
 
Thank you to each of our speakers and performers — both here this 
morning and this afternoon. 
 
Welcome and thank you to the representatives from the city of Lincoln and 
the state as well as the delegates here representing scores of colleges and 
universities. 
 
My most sincere welcome and appreciation to those representing the 
Nebraska Wesleyan Community:  
Our Board of Governors, the President’s Board of Advisors, and alumni. To 
our faculty, staff and administrators, and most importantly, our students. 
 
I can’t name you all, but I am so pleased that you all are with me on this 
very important day in my life and in the life of Nebraska Wesleyan. 
 
And finally, I could not have succeeded without the sacrifices and endless 
support of my daughter, Samantha, and my wife, Diana who is not only the 
love of my life, but my best friend.  Thank you so much. 
 
So, welcome everyone! And thank you for sharing in this University 
celebration. 
 
When struggling with what to say in an inauguration address, I did what I 
believe our first president of Nebraska Wesleyan, Charles Creighton, most 
certainly did in 1888. He considered the audience, he looked into his heart 
for inspiration, and then he would have Googled, “great inauguration 
speeches.” So, from this address, I hope you leave knowing more about 
me as a person, more about me as a leader  and what my vision is for 
Nebraska Wesleyan University. 



 
Let me begin by saying, I am humbled, honored and most of all excited to 
serve as the 17



and inclusive leader. Each of these three knew me at different points in my 
life and within the context of a particular community, time and place. From 
each, I learned and grew as a person. 
 
From Craig Bowron, I have learned so very much over the past 36 years. 
But, that first important lesson was to accept who I am and embrace it. We 
were first-year students living on the same floor, both from working class 
families. I met many students in that community who were much wealthier 
and more worldly than I was. I felt a need to fit in – to conform – to keep up.  
Craig, however, modeled a self-assuredness that gave me the confidence 
to embrace who I was and take pride in my rural roots. He has continued to 
be a steadfast friend and a frank sounding board. 
 
Chris Whitt joined the Augustana College faculty a few years after me. It 
was very much my community – my alma mater where I met and married 
my wife, and where I was off to a successful beginning as a faculty 
member



western Illinois or on a small college campus in the city of Lincoln, there are 
common threads of humanity that connect us all into a community.  
I am so very happy to have been warmly welcomed as the president of this 
community, the Nebraska Wesleyan community. 
 
As president I accept many responsibilities that are essential to this role. I, 
of course, must be mindful to budgets (our revenues and costs). I must 
worry about risks that threaten the vitality of the institution, I will fret over 
how to improve the salaries of our hard-working faculty and staff and 
simultaneously reduce the financial burden of our students. I will worry 
about creating a welcoming and safe campus that supports all students, 
especially those who are often disenfranchised, such as those under-
represented, those with differing abilities or with mental health struggles. 
These issues are essential responsibilities of me as your president.   
 
However, there must be more that you expect of me. There must be more 
that I expect of myself as I serve this community. 
 



 
In higher education we often talk about the “value proposition.” That is to 
say, “Is the education you receive at Nebraska Wesleyan worth the 
investment of your time and money?”    
 
I have no doubt that alumni, current students, and high school students and 
their families can see the incredible return on their investment in a 
Nebraska Wesleyan education. 
 
So, what is next?   
How will we as a mission-driven institution take advantage of this strong 
position in order to move boldly into the next chapter of this great story of 
Nebraska Wesleyan? 
 
That is quite literally up to you.   
 
We are initiating a strategic planning process that will intentionally and 
authentically gather input from our students, faculty, and staff, as well as 
reach out to our alumni, Board of Governors, and community members to 



This is not a time to relax and rest on our recent successes, but rather a 
time to take advantage of our position of strength and keep the momentum! 
 
As author Margaret Wheatley once said, "There is no power for change 
greater than a community discovering what it cares about."  
 
Thank you for coming today and thank you in advance for being a part of 
this incredible community as together we create the vision and path we will 
forge into that next great chapter in Nebraska Wesleyan University’s 
history! 
 


